
Posting like Paul

If Paul, the author of most of the New Testament, had a Facebook, what would be
on his timeline? Much of what we read and post online is far from how I imagine his
online interaction would be like.

Technology has amazingly afforded us this second layer to our lives; like an
alternate presence of ourselves. As we submit all of ourselves to Christ, our online
presence must be inspected the same as our blood and flesh realities.

The focus of this work is worship through a self-controlled obedience that offers
grace and forgiveness to others as we enjoy and engage in social media.

I have broken down the bones into three parts:
 Biblical verses that call us action
 What a daily application of the verse looks like
 Prayer of praise and surrender

Social Media

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.
Ephesians 4:29



For some reason, we are more loose with our opinions on SM than we are in
public. I would never pass out flyers in the local grocery that highlight the ills of a
presidential candidate, but when the race was between Trump and Clinton, I posted
my fair share of political memes and questionable news articles. Shortly after all the
political heat, I decided that in order to live like Christ, I needed to use SM to love
and honor others (all others, including presidential candidates) instead of loving and
honoring my personal opinion. In 1 Timothy 2:2, Paul says we should pray for those
in authority over us. Our posts should reflect those prayers.

There are several ways to do this. Before you post, consider these questions and
examine the overall worth of your post.

- Does it make fun of/disrespect anyone - famous or infamous (would you say this to
their face)?

- Is the information true?

Christians are guilty of posting stories about miracles, atheist conversions, fake
prayer chains over pictures of sick children, preferred political candidates, or end of
times prophesies without giving them any research. As much as we would like a
miracle or conversion story to be true, it damages the reputation of the Church Body
to thoughtlessly spread made up stories. Research everything before posting, so as not
to spread misinformation. God is great and there are plenty of true stories to share
about His power, especially your own. Use your page to testify to the good God has
done for you.

- Does it generally promote what is good and true?

Examples are memes that make us laugh, links that promote peace and health
with relevant and true information, or personal updates that testify to God’s glory. It is
okay to post enlightening information that maybe sad (hard topics, public warnings,
charities) as long as they are true and the goal is progress toward dignity and safety
for all involved. Paul said, “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — think about such things and
the God of peace will be with you” (Philippians 4:8).

- Does it divide the body of Christ by promoting personal opinions as the way all
Christians should live?



I see so many posts around the holidays about how we should or should not
celebrate. One person says Christmas trees have pagan roots, another says don’t
accept any other greeting in a store than ‘Merry Christmas’. Then Easter comes
around we fight over eggs and symbolism. Any Sunday arrives and one person will
say the real Sabbath is Saturday and we all need to change how our churches gather.
Personal convictions do not make positive public posts. It can be a major stumbling
block to a new Christian who has never celebrated Christmas before - goes and
joyfully buys the tree, the gifts - only to dreadfully read one day on SM that his new
joyful expression of loving Christ is possibly angering God, because someone else has
that personal conviction. We have too much evangelistic work to do before the
Kingdom Come to be publicly bickering over these personal matters. Our opinions do
affect others and may cause them to doubt their own walk with Jesus. Read from
Romans chapter 14:

1 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable
matters. 2 One person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is
weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not treat with
contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must not
judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge someone
else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for
the Lord is able to make them stand.

5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers
every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever
regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the
Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives
thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for
ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord.
So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died
and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living.

10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them
with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written:

“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;

every tongue will acknowledge God.’”
12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.
13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your

mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. 14 I
am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in
itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for that person it is
unclean. 15 If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no
longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy someone for whom Christ
died. 16 Therefore do not let what you know is good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the
kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness,
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is
pleasing to God and receives human approval.

19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual
edification. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is
clean, but it is wrong for a person to eat anything that causes someone else to
stumble. 21 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will
cause your brother or sister to fall.



22 So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.
Blessed is the one who does not condemn himself by what he approves. 23 But
whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because their eating is not from faith;
and everything that does not come from faith is sin.

- Before you you comment on a post
 Would you say this to the person’s face?
 Is the tone unquestionably loving?
 Does it promote dignity and peace?

We don’t always have to agree, but we need to disagree with respect. Keep in mind
that living your life as a way that testifies to truth is much more affective than being a
SM comment evangelist. Real time relationships with people guide them toward
relationships with Christ. (Think being of a Christian comment troll for an evening vs.
providing someone depressed or sick a meal). Use your time and comments wisely.

Prayer

Lord, thank your for the opportunity to grow relationships with others and to
publicly profess Your goodness to me over social media. I pray that with each
post, I take responsibility to brighten someones day or point them to Jesus. I
pray that I would be a public force for what is good and true, and not harm
other’s walk with you by caring more about my opinions than other people’s
feelings. Help me to obey Your Holy Spirit’s prompting before I post or
comment. Give me the wisdom to wait and evaluate for Your approval before
clicking “share”.

Amen.
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